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School Whakatauki 
Nau te rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi. 

With your food basket and my food basket, the people will thrive.   

 
Tālofa lava, Kia orana, Mālō e lelei, Fakaalofa lahi atu, Bula Vinaka, Talofa ni, Kia ora and 

hello. 
Week 10 of Term 3 and I can certainly feel the weather warming up.  It is great to see so much 
colour through an assortment of flowers in our school grounds and the grounds looking so tidy and 
welcoming, thanks to our caretaker Graeme Dowie.  The other upside to Spring is we are starting to 
see less winter ailments as children get to spend more time in the fresh air and sun shine.  
 
 

Daffidol Day 

 
As you know we were raising funds this year for a family who attends our school who has been 

recently affected by cancer. We are pleased to say the Netherby School Community raised $436.50, 
which has been donated to the family to help out with the various costs associated with that type of 

thing. This is fantastic.  
 
Lupe Vaipulu said, “We are truly grateful. We understand this is a tough time especially financially for 
most but you guys are taking the extra mile to support Tisi and we deeply appreciate it.  Tisi's surgery 
went well and he recovered so quickly. While we still wait for the official result, the ENT surgeon 
believes, things are looking good for Tisi and he is ready to continue his treatment.  He started his 
consolidation therapy (chemo) this morning and will continue tomorrow. Thank you for all your support. 
Tisi & family ” 
 

As you can see the treatment is going well and we hope to see Tisi back at school in 2026.  
 

Board Election Results 
I just want to thank all of the people who were courageous and put their name forward for the 
School Board this cycle.  We are pleased to have people in the community who care enough about 
the school to serve on the Board. 

 
Well done to the following who were duly elected to serve on the Board for the next 3 year cycle.  

Reagan Martin, Nicki Tuatai, Jennifer Doak, Moleli Tuvale and Bruce Morton.   
 

A special recognition to Jennifer Doak who starts her second three year term on the board.   
 
A note also to thank those who put their name forward and were not elected this time.  We 
appreciate you standing and hope you consider doing so again at a later date.  
 



 
Skiing 2025 

 27 children and a bunch of really good parents and myself went skiing at Mount Hutt on Thursday 
last week. We had the best weather, blue skies, a fresh skiff of snow and an empty top carpark. It 
was the least crowded I have ever seen Mount Hutt, which was absolutely fantastic. All children 

managed to get up and ski with some graduating on to Highway 72, and one child skiing down from 
the summit! 

 
 

   
Thanks to the awesome parents who volunteered their time and transport to get us on to the slopes, 
get the children ready to ski and for supervising them. It is appreciated.  We will of course offer the 

ski day again in 2026.  
 
 

School Enrolments 
Although there is a way to go this year before next year we are already in planning mode for 2026. 
We have our provisional staffing and are of course thinking of setting classrooms for 2026.  It is 
really helpful too if we know what new entrant children are coming to school.  If you have a child 
starting in 2026 please let the office know by phone 308 5799, email: office@netherby.school.nz or 
better still, come in, have a chat and collect an enrollment pack.   
 
As for next year staffing decisions are being made now and we hope to have a settled staff very 
soon. We will definitely need to run 9 classrooms again next year meaning the library stays in the 
hall.  I must say, we have a nice size school and a healthy roll.  We do encourage all community 
members to advocate for our school within our enrollment zone. We thank you in advance for your 
support and advocacy.   
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Rotary Plains Speech Contest and Roll of Honour 

Rhianna did a great job representing Netherby School at the Yr. 5 and 6 Rotary Plains Speech 
Contest.  She did not place, but I understand she could well have as it was a close contest. During 

that event Tearoa’s teachers nominated her for the Roll of Honour, which speaks volumes about 
what a great young person she is.  Well done to both Rhianna and Tearoa. 

  
 

Mustang Club 
I received a call out of the blue recently about Mustang enthusiasts wanting to know if we 
would appreciate a visit from the Mustang club.  Why not, I thought.  I am so glad we said 

yes, as the children really enjoyed the sight of 10 beautiful and well kept Mustangs showing 
up on our school grounds.  The oldest was a 1966 model and the newest somewhere 

around a 2022 model. All were well kept and in immaculate condition.   

 
Thanks to the Mustang Club. The children thoroughly enjoyed looking and hearing the cars 

as well as learning more about the car’s history and the origin of the name Mustang.  
 



 
Attendance - Front and Centre  

With attendance every day does matter.  If your child is marginal and you are doubtful about 
whether to send them to school or not, send them to school and we will send them home again if 
they do become too unwell.  WE NEED YOUR HELP TO IMPROVE our school attendance.  We 

appreciate your support and know it can be tricky at times to get your child to school.  

 Week 1 - 5 T1, 
2025 

Week 1 - 5 T2, 2025 Week 6 - 9 T2, 2025 Week 1 - 5 T3, 2025 

90% Attendance 
Excellent 

65% (104 children) 62% (101 children) 62% (103 children) 50% (86 children) 

80 - 89% 
Attendance 
Good, but could do 
better  

20% (32 children) 16% (27 children) 16% (27 children) 24% (42 children) 

70 - 79% 
Attendance 
Need works 

6% (10 children) 14% (23 children) 9% (15 children) 10% (17 children) 

Less than 69% 
Attendance 
Expect a phone 
call 

9% (14 children) 7% (12 children) 11% (19 children 16% (28 children) 

 
As you will see from the news and so forth, the Ministry is really big on getting 80% of children 
attending school 90% of the time. We are sitting at only 50% of attendance 90% of the time, so a 
long way to go.  Please apply the below criteria to continue aiming to get your children to school as 
frequently as possible.  
 
Remember, we do have a bus service running that can collect children and deliver them 

to school. Contact me if you would like to talk about this for your child.   
 

SEND ME TO SCHOOL/KURA 
●​ I have a runny nose or just a slight cough 
●​ I  haven’t had a fever for the last 24 hours and haven’t needed any medicine 
●​ I haven’t vomited or had any diarrhoea for 24 hours and haven’t needed any medicine 
●​ If you have had norovirus or another notifiable vomiting and diarrhoea illness, come to school 

only after 48 hours since you have last vomited or had diarrhoea 
●​ I have tummy pain or a headache  with no diarrhoea, vomiting or fever, but  I’m comfortable 

enough to take part in school activities. 
 

KEEP ME AT HOME 
●​ My temperature is 38°C or higher or I need medicine to keep my temperature down 
●​ I have vomited or had diarrhoea in the last 24 hours 
●​ I have vomited and or had diarrhoea due to norovirus or another notifiable illness within the last 

48 hours 
●​ I have an unexplained rash 
●​ My eyes are pink and crusty 

 
Absences 

If your child is sick, has an appointment or will be late to school, please ring the school office on 
 308 5799 or text 027 752 2488 or put the absence through the skool loop app, so we are aware of 
their whereabouts and know they are safe.   
 

Skool Loop 
Remember we are using Skool Loop more and more now. Please download the Skool Loop app and 
search for Ashburton Netherby School and select the groups you would like to receive notifications 

for. 



 
 

** POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING (PB4L) ** 
Keeping in line with our goal to explore specific behavioural aspects from our Values Matrix, we 
as a school will be focusing on the following for Week 9 and 10 of Term 3.  

 
➢​ Please wait patiently to be spoken to 
➢​ Hold the door open for others and knock on the staffroom door and then wait 
➢​ Greet Mrs Duffell and other staff and say please and thank you 
➢​ Walk sensibly in the office and staffroom 
➢​ Use inside voices 

 
The value we have been focusing on in Week 9 and 10 of Term 3 is:  

 
Diligence - Mamahitanga 

✔​ Stay on task 
✔​ Be a self motivated learner 
✔​ Be a problem solver 

 
If families are able to discuss and reinforce our school PRIDE values at home, it is much 
appreciated. 
 

Pride Values: 
The following children have come to me recently for great learning and behaviour that 

demonstrates our PRIDE Values. Great work: Arthur, Lily, Aggi, Braxton, Kelsie and Brihanna.   
 

PRIDE Postcards:  
25 Pride Tokens = Wall of Pride: 

Congratulations to the following children who have made it on to the Wall of Pride. 
Well done: Jonivah, Ellie, Aliyah, Eleanor, and Taimana. 

 
PRIDE Postcards:  

50 Pride Tokens = Bronze Award: 
Congratulations to the following children who have made it to Bronze. 

Well done: Lauretta, VJ, Ifereimi, Owen, Jase, Eli, Kauri, Meleane, Tearoa, Izacc, Alice, 
Hazel, Liona, and Kiian.  

 
PRIDE Postcards:  

75 Pride Tokens = Silver Award: 
Congratulations to the following child who has made it to Silver. 

Well done: Silver, Paea, Izaiah, Blake, Caleb, Joni, Peyton - Jae, Laylah, Eternity, and 
Joshua.  

 
PRIDE Postcards:  

100 Pride Tokens = Gold Award: 
Congratulations to the following children who have made it to Gold. 

Superb work: Alicia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Duffy Certificate recipients for demonstrating Pride Values 

 
Back Row: Abel, Jase, Rangi, Mrs Bullock                                  Carter & Mercy  
Front Row: Enoch, Awatea, Arya, Alice, Pyper-Lee,  
                   Lily, Ariiielle 

 
 

 
 

Facebook Page Ashburton Netherby School 
There are always new threads going up on Facebook showcasing our school and children in a 

positive, friendly, active and open learning environment. Please search and follow us for the latest 
threads.  Please note, we do not generally answer questions or comment on threads on 

Facebook. Please contact the office for information.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/Ashburton-Netherby-School-347486892319026/ 
The page will not be a forum for opinions, discussions, or debates about things that happen 

within our school. Nor will it be a page where we accept friendship requests. Ashburton Netherby 
School Facebook is just a page you follow, like, and share 

 
 

Term 3 Assembly Timetable 
Responsibility - Kawenga - 5th September - Room 5 

Diligence  - Mamahitanga - 15th September - Room 6 
 

Term 4 Assembly Timetable 
Perseverance - Hiringa - 13th October  - Room 1 
Excellence - Hiranga - 28 October - Room 7 & 8 
Integrity - Ngaakau, 10th November  - Room 3A 

All Values - 24 November - whole school 
16 December - End of Year Assembly and Yr.6 Leavers Assembly. 

 
While we endeavour to stick to the assembly timetable there will be occasions where things might 
have to change.  If you are intending to come to the assembly your child’s class is scheduled to 
lead, it would be sensible to check with them that the assembly is scheduled to run as described in 
the timetable.  
 

Term 3 2025 Calendar​  
Wednesday 17th September​ Top Team - 1.15pm start (children will get wet) 
Wednesday 17th September​ New Board takes office 
Monday 22nd September ​ ​ School Break 
 

Term 4 2025 Calendar​  



Monday 6th October ​​ ​ Term 4 - first day of school 
Wednesday 15th October ​ ​ Cluster Athletics at Netherby School 
Friday 17th October ​​ ​ Postponement Date - Cluster Athletics 
Thursday 24th October​ ​ Scheduled NZEI Strike Day - school closed for instruction 
Thursday 13th November​ ​ Teacher only day - school closed for instruction 
Friday 24th October​ ​ ​ Counties Athletics 
Monday 27th October​ ​ Labour Day Observed - school closed for instruction 

 
2025 Term Dates: 

​ Term 3 2025​ ​ ​ 14th July - 19th September 
​ Term 4 2025​ ​ ​ 6th October - 17th December 
 

2026 Term Dates: 
​ Term 1 2026​ ​ ​ 3rd February - 2nd April 
​ Term 2 2026​ ​ ​ 20th April - 3rd July 
​ Term 3 2026​ ​ ​ 20th July - 25th September 
​ Term 4 2026​ ​ ​ 12th October - 16th December 
 
 

 
Community Notices 

 
https://feedmix.co.nz/index.html 

 
 
 

Kind sponsors for the Duffy in Books Programme at Netherby School since 2022         
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